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It’s a Man’s World

WOMEN MAY BE GAINING GROUND in curatorial circles—with retrospectives
this year devoted to Marlene Dumas, Barbara Hepworth, and Agnes Martin at Tate

in London; Isa Genzken at the Stedelijk in Amsterdam; and Marilyn Minter at the Con-
temporary Arts Museum Houston—but it is no secret that the art markets are biased
in terms of gender. All of the top 100 works ever sold at auction were created by
male artists; ironically, their depictions of women often fetch the highest prices. But
just how wide is the gender gap? An analysis of some five million

auction records across all media for the past 55 years reveals that ~ Untitled Film Stills,
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while men cross that benchmark regularly. BY ROMAN KRAEUSSL $6,773,000.

THE 20 TOP PERFORMING MALE ARTISTS AT AUCTION, 1960-2015

A survey of male artists by total turnover across all media attests their superiority on the auction block over several decades. Pierre-Auguste Renoir’s
artist record at auction, for example, was set in May 1990, when his Au moulin de la Galette, 1876, sold for $78.1 million at Sotheby’s New York.
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Eg’gf fgfg)” 28,418 $5,956,459,736  Lesfemmesd‘Alger (Version ‘0"),1955 $179,365,000 May 15, 2011; Christie’s New York

(e tonst 1226 $2,844,401133  Lebassinauxnymphéas, 1919 $80451178  June24,2008;Christie’sLondon

(arongy steRener 5120 $1714,554,644  Aumoulinde la Galette, 1876 $78100,000  May17,1990; Sotheby’sNew York

Moreover, the price paid for a work by a top-performing woman
is rarely more than half of that shelled out for works by a male

a‘gg{ t‘ég'amme“' 2,296 $1,516,942,853 L'homme au doigt, 1947 $141,285,000 May 11,2015; Christie’s New York
2436"?"??5';‘6‘)’ $1,348753770  Orange, Red, Yellow, 1961 $86,882,500  May8,2012; Christie’s New York
\(J1e9a6n0’\1|§hgl Basquiat 1,619 $1,252,737,387 Dustheads, 1982 $48,843,750 May 15,2013; Christie’sNew York

#1%%"3""1"9%3) 8,845 $1,159,060,415 Peinture (Etoile bleue), 1927 $36,946,396 June 19, 2012; Sotheby’s London
'(':1%%‘1{_[1’8?%5 2,597 $1,055,733,122 Danseuse aurepos, ca.1879 $37,042,500 Nov.3,2008; Sotheby’s New York
(Fggf’}ggg er 4,077 $1,034,346,925  Etude Pour ‘LaFemme en bleu, 1912-13 $39,241,000 May 7, 2008; Sotheby’s New York

Eq'é‘gg"}g’gg)%gh $1,009,996,217  PortraitduDr. Gachet, 1890 $82,500,000 May 15,1990; Christie’s New York
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CHRISTIE'S

THE 20 TOP PERFORMING FEMALE ARTISTS AT AUCTION, 1960-2015

While Joan Mitchell tops the list of leading ladies, with a turnover of $315 million, she would rank #65 in an all-gender table. Georgia O’Keeffe, the
second highest-selling artist by turnover and holder of the female record at auction with the November 2014 sale of Jimson Weed/White Flower No. 1,

1932, for $44,405,000 at Sotheby’s New York, she would be ranked at only #104 in an all-gender table.
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NAME
Joan Mitchell
(1925-1992)

Georgia O'Keeffe
(1887-1986)

YayoiKusama
(1929-)

Mary Cassatt
(1844-1926)

AgnesMartin
(1912-2004)

Tamarade Lempicka
(1898-1980)

Louise Bourgeois
(1911-2010)

Natalia Goncharova
(1881-1962)

Marie Laurencin
(1883-1956)

Cindy Sherman
(1954-)

Irma Stern
(1894-1966)

BarbaraHepworth
(1903-1975

Berthe Morisot
(1841-95)

MariaHelena Vieira
daSilva(1908-1992)

Gabriele Minter
(1877-1962)

Helen Frankenthaler
(1928-2011)

Nikide SaintPhalle
(1930-2002)

Marlene Dumas
(1953-)

BridgetRiley
(1931-)

Helene Schjerfbeck
(1862-1946)

ARTWORKS
Rrsion
522

21

1133

885

263

563

340

1,329
3,423

766

811

585

477

795

821

769

1,478

S8

609

460

TURNOVER
$314,828,328
$195,812,000
$144,999,530
$139,810,975
$132,758,394
$125,840,726
$120,808,025
$111,982,377
$111,962,830
$111,783,469
$98,835,444
$95,947,447
$87,019,088
$57,570,113
$59,367,940
$59,015,753
$57,570,113
$56,241,704
$55,878,727

$49,235,978

RECORD ARTWORK

Untitled, 1960

Jimson Weed/White Flower No. 1,1932

White No. 28,1960

Children Playing with a Dog, 1907
The Beach, 1964

Leréve (Rafaéla sur fond vert), 1927
Spider,1996

Lesfleurs,ca.1912

Lavie auchateau,1925

Untitled Film Stills, 1977-80

Arab Priest, 1945

Figure for Landscape, 1959-60
Aprésle déjeuner, 1881

Hiver, 1960

Landschaft mit Einoedhof,ca.1908
Saturn Revisited, 1964
AnalLenaen Gréce, 1965-67

The Visitor, 1995

Chant2,1967

The Dancing Shoes, 1882

PRICE
$11,925,000
$44,405,000
$7,109,000
$6,200,000
$6,549,000
$8,482,500
$10,722,500
$10,870,506
$1,300,000
$6,773,000
$4,655,455
$7,073,168
$10,924,931
$1,136,000
$1,186,000
$2,830,000
$1,136,000
$6,336,072
$5,107,645

$6,025,369

DATE & AUCTION HOUSE

May 13,2014; Christie’'s New York
Nov. 20, 2014; Sotheby’s New York
Nov.12,2014; Christie’s New York
May 24,2007; Christie’s New York
Nov.13,2013; Sotheby’s New York
Nov.2,2011; Sotheby’s New York
Nov.8, 2011; Christie’sNew York
June 24,2008; Christie’s London
May 9,1989; Sotheby’s New York
Nov 12,2014; Christie’s New York
March 23,2011;Bonhams London
June 25, 2014; Christie’sLondon
Feb.6,2013; Christie’sLondon
June 2,2010; Sotheby’s Paris

May 6, 2015; Sotheby’s New York
May 12,2015; Sotheby’s New York
Nov.14,2006; Sotheby’s New York
July 1,2008; Sotheby’sLondon
July 1,2008; Sotheby’sLondon

May 30, 2008; Sotheby’s London

>>FOROTHER INDICES AND MORE THAN 4.8 MILLION FINE ART AND DESIGN AUCTION RESULTS, GO TO ARTSALESINDEX.ARTINFO.COM

115



